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SEUSSICAL ACTIVITY PACKET

This packet has been developed to assist you in preparing your 
students for this theatrical experience. It will help develop your 
cussiculum so your trip here is as meaningful as possible.  
We have included some pre- and post-production exercises,  
in addition to specific themes of LOYALTY, COMMUNITY,  
NATURE AND CONSERVATION, and LANGUAGE.

Circa’21 Dinner Playhouse is committed to exposing children  
to the excitement and uniqueness of LIVE musical theatre.





About Our Theatre
Circa ’21 is housed in the historic Fort Armstrong Theatre. 
Built in 1921, the theatre was originally a vaudeville and silent 
movie house, among one of the most popular and unique of 
its day. The architect drew heavily from Fox and Sauk Indian 
symbols for his design. A fine example is Chief Blackhawk’s 
face overlooking the stage from the proscenium arch.

The theatre originally contained a 1,566-seat auditorium, a 
dance salon, a photography studio, Hickey Brothers Cigar 
Store, a nursery, and attractive green rooms for actors.

After extensive remodeling, Circa ’21 Dinner Playhouse 
opened in June 1977 as the Quad Cities’ professional theatre. 
The concept of dinner theatre was unique to the Quad Cities  
at the time, and has since provided the area with over 300  
productions of comedies, dramas, musicals, mysteries, children 
shows and celebrity attractions.

The actors at Circa ’21 hail from all parts of the country.  
Auditions are held in New York, Atlanta, and other major 
metropolitan areas. In addition, local auditions are held for 
every show. 

We hope you enjoy your visit to Circa ’21!



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

Find the Habitat (GRADES 2-3)

Seussical Plants and Animals
Cat
Ga-zat
Elephant
Bird
Kangaroo
Monkey
Minnows
Whales
Fish
Night Owl
Bees
Dogs
Turtle
Elephant-bird
Mouse
Fox
Clover
Pillberry Bush

Seussical Habitats
House
Forest
Jungle
Desert of Dreze
Mountains
Nest
Beaches
The lake
The sea
Mc’Elligot’s Pool
River Walloo

There are many creatures, both real and fictitious, that are seen or 
mentioned in Seussical. From the list of Seussical habitats below, ask 
them to find the best place for each animal or plant to dwell.

1.

Once a habitat has been assigned to every plant and animal, discuss 
what physical and behavioural characteristics the animals possess 
that led to their decision.

Have the students choose one of the habitats from the list. Based on 
the habitat, have them draw their own Seuss plant or animal.   
Ask them to explain how the characteristics they gave their  
creation could help or hinder them in their habitat.

Now that the students have a plant or animal habitat, have them  
discuss what people could do you make that habitat better or worse 
for their creature. How would that change affect other creatures 
living in the habitat?

2.

3.

4.



Dr. Seuss is known for creating incredible imaginary animals and plants. You and 
your class can create collective imaginary animals with this activity.  All you need is 
paper and pencil. Students work in groups of three.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

POST-SHOW QUESTIONS — ALL GRADES

Curious Creatures (GRADES 2-8)

Fold a piece of paper into three sections horizontally so that only 
you can see one third of the page.

The first student draws a head on the top third and continues 
drawing a bit onto the middle third.

Refold the paper so that the second student can see only a bit 
drawn on the middle section of the paper.

The second student draws the torso and continues the drawing a 
bit onto the bottom third of the paper.

In the same way, the third student draws the bottom half of the 
animal.

Open up the paper to see the incredible new animal.

Ask your students to name the animal and tell a story about it.

Why is it so difficuly for Horton to convince the creatures in the Jungle of Nool  
that the Whos exist and should be saved?

Why is it especially important for children and young people’s human rights to be protected?

Do non-human animals and other living things also have rights that should be protected?

In Seussical, Horton follows through on his promise to care for Mayzie’s egg.  
What does it mean to make a promise?

Is keeping a promise a difficult thing to do?

Why are promises often broken and responsibilities ignored?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

•

•

•

•

•

•



We advise teachers to aquire the CD of Seussical the Musical to study the 
arrangements and lyrics.

We have provided sheet music for an excerpt of “Oh, the Thinks You Can 
Think” on this page. Learn the song with your class.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

“Oh, the Thinks You Can Think (GRADES 2-6)

Reprinted with permission of Music Theatre International


